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Good afternoon.  I’m so very pleased to be here with you today. 
 
Thank you, President Cooney, Speaker Sales, Senator Williams, Senator Stapleton, and 
Representative Parker for bringing us together to focus on Montana’s children and their future. 
 
Thank you, Rev. Harper for your good words. 
 
I’d also like to recognize my colleagues and friends in the Executive and Judicial branches of 
Montana Government, Clerk of the Supreme Court, the Public Service Commissioner, the Board 
of Public Education and the First Lady of Montana, Nancy Schweitzer.   
 
And a very special thank you to my husband Bill for being here with me and supporting my 
dedication to Montana’s kids. 
 
I would like to take a moment to thank some folks who you don't see everyday in our schools, 
but who spend every single day working to make our schools even better.  They are my co-
workers, my friends at the Office of Public Instruction.  These are the folks who don't receive the 
first grade hugs, but really deserve them.  Please help me say thanks to my deputy, Bud 
Williams and all the good hard-working folks at the Office of Public Instruction.   
 
I begin my State of Education Address with sincere words of thanks for the thousands of 
committed teachers, administrators, school staff and trustees.  You work tirelessly, helping 
Montana’s children learn and prepare for their futures.  Simply put, you change lives. 
 
Would all educators, school staff or trustees in the audience, both on the floor and in the gallery, 
please stand so we may recognize you?   
 
From all of us here, and from all Montanans, thank you!  
 
I'd like to specifically thank the students who are watching this address live, using video 
streaming technology or local access television.   One of those schools is Havre High School. 
Please join me in greeting Mr. John Ita's U.S. Government Class and Mr. Jim Magera's Local 
History and American Indian Culture classes.   
 
This is the fourth time I have come to share with you my thoughts on the State of Education in 
Montana.  It will also be my last address to this joint body as State Superintendent. 
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How time flies.  You can't help but be a little reflective on where we've come from as Montanans 
and about our hopes for the future.  
 
 
I thought it would be interesting to see how the Superintendent of Public Instruction saw the 
State of Education a hundred years ago.  In 1906 the State of Education came in the form of a 
500 page report.   
 
What I found was quite startling and more than a little disturbing.  The Superintendent of Public 
Instruction in 1906 was a man.  I had always been lead to believe that one of the more sensible 
Montana traditions has always been electing women as State Superintendent. 
 
Of course in 1906 women did not, yet, have the right to vote. 
 
Then State Superintendent W.E. Harmon reported, "There are in Montana many good schools 
where good salaries are paid to well prepared, competent teachers.  The school houses are well 
built and well equipped for the best work.  The school grounds are sightly and the school is the 
pride of the community." 
 
Superintendent Harmon understood that public education demands that we can't stand still.  He 
knew that a growing Montana needed a public school system that could prepare our students 
for the demands of a constantly changing economy. 
 
Superintendent Harmon saw the connection between the quality of the education we could 
provide our children depended on the quality of the teacher in the classroom.  He noted that 
"better trained, more experienced and more highly educated teachers" were in high demand.  
He argued, that in order to keep the best teachers, salaries need to be competitive.  Sound 
familiar? 
 
Within Superintendent Harmon's report was an observation that gets to why public education 
has been so successful in Montana.  He put it quite eloquently in just two sentences.   
 
"Montana has the right sentiment.  It seeks to give every child an opportunity to obtain an 
education." 
 
"Montana has the right sentiment.  It seeks to give every child an opportunity to obtain an 
education." 
 
That is the passion that has driven public education for the past one hundred years in Montana. 
 
It fundamentally recognizes that when we maximize our investment in every child who enters 
the school house door it will come back to us many times more and in ways we cannot even 
imagine. 
 
It is why Montana students consistently perform among the top students in the country.  Last 
May, the National Assessment of Educational Progress released the results of the 2006 national 
science tests.  These "NAEP Tests" are known as the national "gold standard" for academic 
achievement. 
 
Both Montana 4th and 8th grade students scored within just 1 point of the top state science 
scores in the country. 



 
Our 8th grade science scores were just one point behind top ranked North Dakota, ranking 
Montana second in the nation.  Our 4th grade students were one point behind top ranking New 
Hampshire. 
 
Our Montana schools do a significantly better job in closing the academic "achievement gap" for 
our low income students.  Nationally there is a 27 point "achievement gap" for science scores 
between 4th grade high and low income students.  In Montana this achievement gap is only 16 
points.  The same pattern holds true for 8th grade Montana low income students.  
 
These results didn't happen in a vacuum.  Montana students do well in science because of the 
quality of science education provided by Montana's teachers.  At both the state and national 
level, officials across the country are calling for a renewed emphasis on science and math 
teaching. 
 
I applaud both Governor Schweitzer and First Lady Nancy Schweitzer for their special efforts to 
make science both fun and interesting for Montana kids. Thank you, Nancy, and please thank 
the Governor for me.  
 
The First Family knows in order for Montana schools to remain leaders in science education, 
and for Montana to have a workforce ready to fill the jobs of tomorrow, we can't afford to stand 
still.  We must constantly strive to improve student learning.  I am confident that with sufficient 
resources, Montana students and teachers are up to the challenge. 
 
In my first State of Education speech in 2001, I said Montana was at a "fork in the road."  I noted 
our children have boundless potential and through the dedication of parents, teachers, 
community members and school trustees our schools are among the best in the nation.   
 
But the quality of our public schools was being severely tested.  The combination of stagnant 
state funding, declining student enrollments, and steadily rising costs were pushing schools to 
the breaking point.   
 
School boards were struggling just to keep "above water."  Tight budgets were forcing painful 
choices to be made daily, at the same time the demands on our schools were steadily 
increasing.  Schools were asked to do a great deal more, but with fewer resources. 
 
There were no "time outs" for schools.  Everyday, kids still came to school expecting the best 
we could offer. 
 
At the 2003 Legislature schools were still at that "fork in the road" and the state budget situation 
was grim.  If that wasn't enough, it was also the first year that President Bush's No Child Left 
Behind Act went into effect.  Schools were faced with a whole new labyrinth of federal 
regulations without the needed federal dollars to meet those new demands and expectations.  
 
When the 2005 Legislature convened it was clear a choice had to be made.  I am proud to say 
that the Legislature had the courage to choose the challenging but rewarding road toward a 
better future for our children.  
 
At no other time in Montana history has the Legislature devoted so much time and energy on 
the fundamental issues and questions surrounding public education.   
 



In the end, the Legislature, for the first time, produced a definition for providing a quality 
education for our children.  It's a definition reflecting our best aspirations for our children and is 
deeply rooted in Montana "common sense."   
 
Montanans, through their elected Legislature, decided:  
 

o A quality education must include high academic standards set forth by the Board of 
Public Education.  

o A quality education must provide assessments to make sure our children are 
succeeding.   

o It must address the needs of Montana’s low-income children, at-risk youth, and special 
needs students -- both challenged and gifted.  

o It must reflect the needs of our American Indian students.  
o It must allow us to recruit and retain high-quality teachers.   
o It must allow us to provide kids with textbooks, library materials, and the technology they 

need to be competitive in the global economy.  
o It must provide safe school buildings and buses.   
o It must implement Indian Education for All, as defined by the Montana State Constitution. 
o And finally, it must be a quality education that will continue to adapt as times change. 

 
And, with this new definition, came the down-payment:  a substantial increase in state funding to 
make this dream a reality.   
 
In December 2005, the Legislature met in special session for the sole purpose of addressing 
school funding.  Once again, I am proud to say the Legislature resisted the temptation to go 
backwards and instead continued to strike out on the road to a better public education for 
Montana's kids.    
 
Four brand-new components were added to the school funding system.  Two of the new 
components established Montana's commitment to improve the academic performance of 
students-at-risk and American Indian students.   
 
A third component provides for ongoing funding for schools to implement Indian Education for 
All, so all Montana students can gain a better appreciation and understanding of the 
contributions of American Indian cultures, history, and contemporary issues.  
 
And the fourth component recognizes the need to recruit and retain quality educators with a 
quality educator payment. 
 
And again, along with these changes in the school funding system, came substantial funding 
increases to begin to address these critical needs. 
 
And so here we are today, 29 days into the 2007 Legislative Session and a good deal further 
down our road together.  We've come a long way, but education, by its very nature, is a 
continuing journey.  A journey that demands we meet our responsibility to educate the next 
generation so that they and we can have a better life. 
 
It is essential for 145,416 students that we continue to travel down our "road to a quality 
education."  Ninety-three percent 93% of our students attend Montana's public schools.  
Montana parents rely on our public schools to educate their children – to make sure their 



children do better than they did, achieve more than they achieved, and learn more than they 
have.  We must keep moving forward down this road.  To go backwards would be devastating.   
 
A child only passes through third grade once or tenth grade once, they depend on us to make 
sure we provide them with a quality education that year and every year they attend our schools.  
Even as far back as 1906 the value of public education was not in question.    
 
You and I know there is still work to be done…important work. 
 
Let's take a look at some of that work.   
 
 
Full-Time Kindergarten 
 
You've had access to a lot of information already on Full-Time Kindergarten.  Simply put, the 
single best way we can improve student achievement in school is Full-Time Kindergarten.  I'll 
continue to twist your arms one-by-one or one committee at a time.   
 
Already the Senate has acted.  My deep appreciation goes out to the Senate Democrats and 
the majority of the Senate Republicans who have now cast votes in support of Full-Time 
Kindergarten.  Montana kids now await the action of the House.  I know you won't let them 
down. 
 
Please join me in thanking Senator Williams and Representative Grinde for their leadership.   
 
 
Quality Educators   
  
My thanks to Representative Branae for sponsoring HB 152 which addresses the need to recruit 
and retain quality educators by increasing the Quality Educator Component.  In addition, HB 
152 utilizes the inflation adjustment for all school funding components, allowing school districts 
some mechanism to ensure that inflation is taken into account when planning budgets for the 
next school year.  Please help me say thanks to Representative Branae.   
 
  
Indian Education for All 
 
The 2005 Legislature, for the first time, put substantial resources into meeting our Constitutional 
responsibility to recognize "the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians and is 
committed in our educational goals to the preservation of their cultural integrity." 
 
We are well on our way to helping all Montana schools meet this responsibility.  The Office of 
Public Instruction is making incredible progress in developing curriculum materials and providing 
educators the necessary training to integrate Indian Education for All into their classrooms. 
 
The Montana Legislature is leading the nation is this effort.  Montana is recognized by all states 
that serve American Indian students as breaking ground in Indian Education for All.  The 
Governor of South Dakota, a Republican, has proposed Indian Education for All Legislation in 
their current Session for their students.  Their State Superintendent is citing Montana as their 
example.   
 



We cannot end our efforts just as they are beginning.  Our kids – all of our kids – deserve better. 
 
 
Meth Education 
 
Through a partnership with Attorney General Mike McGrath and the Office of Public Instruction 
we have developed a Meth Prevention toolkit for schools.  I applaud the Attorney General for his 
leadership in combating this devastating drug that has found its way into all of our Montana 
communities.  Mike – you have my admiration and my thanks!   
 
 
Teen Suicide Prevention 
 
Teen suicide is a deep and dark wound on our Montana communities.  Montana has one of the 
highest teen suicide rates in the country.  More than 10% of our Montana High School Students 
have attempted suicide.  In a classroom of 20 students, that's 2 of your students who have 
attempted suicide.  Representative Bill Jones has begun to address the need to focus some 
help for our schools in this area.  Thank you, Representative Jones for your leadership and 
courage to tackle this very serious issue – I applaud you!   
 
To close my last State of Education Address, I'd like to leave you with a memory of my 
elementary school days.  It will explain to you why I have given you an apple for each of my four 
Education Addresses.  First, you must promise me you will not touch the apple until I have left 
the House Chamber. 
 
When I was in elementary school and our teachers had a birthday or won a special award, we 
really didn't have the money to buy them a present.  So we would throw them a "fruit roll."  We'd 
pick a fruit roll captain and we'd all bring a round fruit to school – bananas and pears didn't work 
and oranges were hard to get, but apples were plentiful.  We would hide the apples in our desks 
when we got to school.   
 
At some time during the day when the teacher was writing on the chalkboard and had his/her 
back to us, the fruit roll captain would yell "fruit roll" and we would all roll our apples down the 
aisles toward the teacher.  Since the floors in our school were all wooden everyone in the 
school would hear the apples rolling and would know that some teacher got a fruit roll.  All the 
teachers would run to our classroom and help the teacher pick up the fruit to take home to share 
with their family.  It's one of my fondest memories of elementary school.  Over the years I've 
come to realize how unique this was as I've not heard of many people talk about having fruit 
rolls in their elementary schools.   
 
Several years into my teaching career I shared this story with a few of my students one fall day 
when the lunchroom served apples.  Several months went by and in May during Teachers' 
Appreciation week I had fourth graders in my library.   I turned around to pick up materials for 
what was to be a really brilliant lesson on the Dewey Decimal System, and I heard one of the 
students yell "fruit roll!"  Rolling up the aisle came 20 apples.  I'm not sure I ever got around to 
teaching that brilliant lesson on the Dewey Decimal System that day. 
 
That evening I called up my third grade teacher, Mrs. Bradds, who I hadn't seen since I was a 
kid.  She answered the phone and I said, "Mrs. Bradds, it's Linda Harman."  That was my 
maiden name, same name you'll remember as the Montana State Superintendent in 1906.  She 
answered, "Why hello, Linda."  Just like I'd seen her yesterday.  I told her I was now a teacher.  



She sounded pleased and I thought hid her shock very well.  I then said, "Mrs. Bradds, my 
students threw me a fruit roll today."  Without missing a beat, she said, "Well, of course they did, 
Linda."   
 
Like it happens every day! 
 
So you see, for me an apple is not just the symbol for teachers.  An apple reminds me of our 
students and the promise a quality education holds for their future.  For me an apple is the 
symbol of public education and all that it has given me during my life. 
 
Each of my 145,416 students must have a quality education to guide them through the rest of 
their lives.  My students are depending on you to keep moving education down the path that will 
guarantee a quality education for them.   Montana cannot build a first-class economy with a 
second-class school system.  Continuing down the road to a quality education is not just about 
my kids, it's about all of us  ---  it's about the future of Montana.     
 
Thank you for your time today! 
 
 
 
 
 
 


